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made any thorough or intellectual grasp of the problems of
government impossible. The quality which strikes Spanish
observers in members of the House of Bourbon is their in-
curable, criminal lack of seriousness.

In 1868 (as in 1931) there were many who favoured the
revolution not because they were anti-monarchist but because
they were anti-Bourbon. They saw what the surroundings of
Spanish royalty were, and the nature and complexion of the
"traditional obstacles". With a weak and wayward woman
like Isabella, the triumph of those traditions and those obstacles
was not surprising; their strength was to be revealed even more
clearly by their power to make the position untenable for a
strong, upright man like Amadeo of Savoy, 'who, after a brief
interregnum, succeeded her in 1870.